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AUSTRALIA 


ro NA TNMSTRY TN TROUBLE: TALKS ON LIMITS HELD 
inter-State Lsesuese 
erth THE WEST A STRALIAN in Enmglieh 31 Mar 81 p 23 


i Text] lop-level talke were held in Perth veeterday on 
poseible reetrainte on WA's southern tuna fishing 


induet f 


rhe Poderal Minietes for Primary taduetry, Mr Nixon, and the sational president 
of the Auetralian Fiehing Industry Council, Mr F. A. Connell, discussed the 
matter in Perth and later by telephone hook-up after Mr Nixon returned to 


nverrTa, 


Th. tatke rewolvod around the fact that the tuna fisheries in NSW, Victoria 
md South Austr a are all reetricted. 


he treege on t eusber of boate in the tuna fleets of the three States is 
lw for fe-erami stien by the Pederal Government today. 


‘icheemen in eome States have complained that the southern WA tuna fishery 


i. wot reetelicted. Seme want the WA fishery to come under a federal manage 
ment pfoet at hieh includes a limit on the seize of tuna that can be taken. 
Tin WA Tuna Boat Ownete’ seoc tiation has etrongly resisted any suggestions that 
a aouthern fie wf ar rf. eulated, 


rho executive officer fer the WA branch of the AFIC, Mr G. Stewart, said that 


no deciaion had ‘Th from ve sterdayv's talke. 
Mr Nixon ond Mr anell were expected to make an announcement on the matter 
toda 











Supply Glut 
Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in English 3 Apr 81 p 24 
i\Artiele by Carl Kitenen: "tte's Tough Period at Albany] 


Text] Albany: WA's tuna-fishing industry ia facing one 
of ite toughest periods since being established, 


WA's two Sain tuna carsertes, West Ocean Canning Pty Led and Hunts Foods Pty Led, 
hive stopped taking tuna or have placed a quota on how much they will accent 
from fisherten, 


Weat Ocean hae placed a limit of 10 tonnes per boat until June 30, 


unis foods has closed ite Eeperance tuna depot and earlier this week stopped 
toking tuna at Albany. 


Toe companies have been forced to stop taking tuna because of a number of factors. 
» ts that the WA, Australian and world tuna markets are faced with a glut of 
b rd catctw have been taken in Auetralia and overseas. 
mowerics iad to import tuna in the ; ast because they were not getting 
ugh from lecal flehermen, but now they have too much fish and this has caused 
t m® to cut intake. 


one Eaperance fisl rmon said that the situation was the worst he had known 
for five veare. 


member of the lhany Tuna Boat Owners’ Association said: “Things are grim 
re. “% ire mine inte mu Point harbour and saying it is their last trip. 


\ibanv manwer, “Mr Roses Welshman, said that the company had imported 
yn when it needed extra cash. 


re ws now « elut atfeetine all markets in which Hunts traded and this had 
iffect Alban ud tsperance. 


an, had . topped taking tuna for two weeks to prepare for exports. 


Officers from the Department of Primary Industr had inspected Hunts this weck 
to allow it to get registration for export. 


nis could take between two and 2-1/2 weeks. 


Hunte would then start receiving 500 tonnes for export. 











in pire moneh: . woe full t hi industry would be back to normal - 
' 


live executive director of Weat cean Canning, Mr Vietor Kailia, deacribed the 
situation aa a trea f nature with most ports taking record catche 


Hi mpany had imposed a limit on boata so that the fishermen would at leaat 


Se CLEiIng BOmMet ling, 


The Secretar , the WA branch of the Australian Fishing Induatry Council, 
My raceme Stewart, saaid that to one wav of easing the situation could be to 
er urge eople to it tiesh there ugh promotion |as published] 

lie ATTOC was Lo in@ at doing thie Later this vear. 


‘vi 

















AUSTRALIA 


RILLERS SET TO ILXPLORE FOR OIL ITN ARAFURA SEA 
‘elbourne THE AGE in English 31 Mar 81 p 5 
|\rticle by Miehael Gill: “Groupe Allow $74M for Arafura Sea Oi1 Search") 


[text] Sis groups of exploration companies will spend more than $75 million in 
tie next at years searching for oll in the Arafura Sea, north of Australia. 


lhe Federal and Northern Territory Governments announced yesterday that six con- 
sortiums would spend that much to drill 18 wells in the continental shelf off 
the Territory's coast. 


move into the Territory's offshore areas follows the failure of an expen- 
‘ive exploration effort in the deeper water: north of Western Australia. 


ine companies have six vears to complete their obligations in six exploration 
Areas granted jototl: by the Federal and Territory Governments. They will first 
test the poorly explored geology with 16,500 kilometres of seismic survey. 


() jemic tescs are cun over straight lines and aim to show up possible "traps" 

j "ignt contail oil.) 
fhe ow oreas, which run side by side nort!, from the coast, come after the open- 
ing last vear of similar shallow-water areas in the Gulf of Carpentaria. Other 
iow permit. were granted last year in deep water in Bass Strait. 


» Aratora Sea wd Gulf of Carpentaria attracted interest because little was 
nown about the ceology. Cheaper drilling costs in shallow water has meant 
that omallee Au-tralian companies could join the big international groups. 


lv recently | +, BHP, MIM and Phillips Oil indicated that they had tempo- 
raril. abandoned deep water drilling in the Exmouth Plateau off We: cern Australia. 
‘hor ‘00 million was sunk into that area without result, although the geolo- 
ts remained .opeful. Feliure of that work and the prospect of dwindling 
Strait supplies have encouraged a wider campaign by a mixture of Australian 
companies and foreign newcomers. 


J ys S700 











AUSTRALIA 


Pin ELIVERED FOR NORTH RANKIN OFFSHORE WELL HOOKUP 


Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in English 7 Apr 81 p 1 





t | lle North-West Shell project came a step closer yesterday with the arri 
val of a shipm ' pipes at Port Hedland and the testing of a new plough at 
Woodman lVoint 

In Port Hedland, a shipment of km of pipe arrived, It will be used to connect 
production platforms on the North khankin gasfield with the Burrup Peninsula, 130km 
Fis similar shipments will be delivered in the neryt four months to complete the 
delivery ot the pipe. 

The pipes are being delivered to Port Hedland because no suitable berthing 


fect’ ities exist on the peninsula. 


\t wodman Point, tests were carried out yesterday with a one-third scale model 
of a ptpeline trenching plough. 


ull-scale plough will be the biggest of its kind anywhere. 
A spokesman for the consultants, Mr lack Agpar, said that the pipeline--one 


motre in dtameter would firet be laid between Withnell Bay to the North 


hawk ti fielde, 


fin plough would then be used to dig a trench under the pipeline and sink it to 
thee cean floor, giving the Line protection from cyclonic conditions. 














AUSTRALIA 


BRIEFS 


CKS ON JAPANESE FLISHING=-Adelaide=-One of the world's largest and most sodern 
hte, Anaconda Il, has been chartered for South Australia tishing in- 
is’ cheeks on tuna fishing. Lt is owned by Adelaide businessman Josco 


ibic. The Federal Coverscent will pay for the yacht charter at $1250 a day, 
luding crew, radar, navigation and radio equipment. Its initial charter is 
ibout ’O days. The South Australian Fisheries Minister, Mr Rodda, said 


terday it would be used for sending two Fisheries Department officers aboard 
panese tuna vessels to inspect their operations. [Text] [Brisbane THE 
RIER=MALL in English LO Apr 81 p 1] 











INDIA 


COMMUNIST PAPER COMMENTS ON U.S. LAW=-OF=-THE=SEA STANCE 

MKLSI 347 Delhi PATRIOT in English 10 Apr 81 p 2 

i[Comment Column: "Law of Sea] 

liext] President Reagan's decision to slow down the process of negotiations 


Lo create u code for toternational behaviour in maritime matters has been 
dictated by the interests of ao handful of West: multinational tirma, in 


kec ping with a new long-term strategy framec —§ y Trilateral Commission 
consisting of the United States, Western Eu e and Japan by which alternative 
sources of raw materials are to be exploite fre, these nations from 


obligations to producer nations, Sensing the .nanging pattern of future 
economic relations and hoping to be able to skiw away huge profits because 
of their technoloyical advantage, the multinational corporations, especially 
the oll tirms, are diversifying in the mineral-mining area. Some of the 
mineral firms have developed technology for deep-sea mining of nodules rich 
in a multiplicity of strategic materials ranging from manganese to cobalt. 
Apart trom the United States which has sizable reserves of its own raw 
materials, Western Europe and Japan depend largely on imports of these 
materials from the developing countries of Asia, Africa and Latin America, 
the Law of the Se. Conference had been holding deliberations these past 
seven years on the basis of the concept that the resources of the oceans 
outside the 350-mile continental shelf could be the common heritage of 
mankind to be utilized for the general benefit of all nations. Presidert 
Reayan threw a spanner in the works by intimating to the conference thac his 
administration would ‘review’ the work before it commits itself any further. 
his new development is linked to the demand by the multinationals that the 
inited States must not become party to any decision that will circumscribe 
the treedom to e>ploit the ocean resources for its own benefit. If the 
inited States kills the confereace, it will have repercussions the world over. 
For one, nations un control of strategic straits could assert their 
sovereignty over them. For another, the present raw material producers wil! 
suffer a siattering blow to their raw-material based economies because world 
market prices of these materials will be adversely affected by a glut in 
supplies emanatine from the ocean bed, 


CSO: 5200/7048 














INDIA 


PARLIAMENT TO CONSTDER LAW AGAINST POACHING 
Yow Delhi PATRIOT in English 17 Apr 81 p 5 


‘iext] Minieter of State for Agriculture R. V. Swaminathan said on Thursday 

' a bill providing for heavy penalty and confiscat‘on of foreign vessels 
soo hing in Indian waters was expected to be introduced in the current session 
of the Parliament, 


nt. ryvening in the debate on the demand for grants of the Ministries of Agricul- 
‘ure and Rural Reconstruction, Mr Swaminathan expressed the Government's deep 

noern over poo ching by foreign vessels and added that the draft bill regulat- 
ine fishing wae ready, 


ifding Operation Flood I he said that af er ite implementation, the avail- 
mility ot milk bead inereased fron 108 ems per day in 1970 to 120 ams in 1980. 
lt wae p**posed to inerease it to 146 gms in 1985, he added. 


expressed happiness that the UN evaluation team had appreciated the perforn- 
at i the prefect, whieh helped setting up over 10,000 producers’ cooperative 
ios with o membership of more than 13 lakh farmers. 


Tr Swiminathan «aid that the Government proposed to accelerate the implement a- 
of Operation Tloed Tl which would have a much larger coverage of 148 cities 
YY mi.k shed districts, 
»minethan aid compared to India’s coast line of 5650 km and exclusive eco- 
on “"illion hectares, the deepsea fishing trawlers, both in the 
rivate sectors numbered only about 75 which was ‘very inadequate.’ 


pd oguna taken advantage of by foreign vessels. It was proposed to 
loops. a tishing vessels by 1985. 
. the Minister said, the Government could not be oblivious of the inter- 
ot! nm using non-mechanised boats. A model bill for demarcating fish- 
for mechanieed and non-mechanised boats had already been circulated 
md wae & (ne poreued with the State Governments. “The question of having a 
ntral legislation for such purpose is also under our active consideration.” 





overnment wos also considering the modalities of giving some relief or in- 
natives to owners of emall mechanised f ag boats hit by the recent hike in 
i el eoet. The Minister said the estimated marine fish production potential 
fore than four million tonnes a vear, while the present production was only 
Sillion tonnes. 


cst - on) 














INDIA 


MA/OK THRUST IN OLEP<SFA MINING 
ngoon THE WORPING PRHOPLE'S DAILY in English 11 Apr 81 p 4 


|iext!) New Dell... 9 \pril--india plans to give a major thrust to deep-sea 
MHinina fellowine the recent diseoveryv of a huge carpet of polymetallix nodules 
in the [aAcian Oeoca@n, the Covernment eaid Wedneaday. 

Minister of State for Sctence and Technology CPN Singh told Parliament the 
nodules «re found on 4 laree seale near a crater about 240 kilometres (149 
mites) from che utvern tip of Indian territory. He did not give the exact 


mA ion, 


mples of the nodule were brought up by the country's oceanic research vessel 
laveshant (Researcher), Mr Singh said, 


sved Jahoor Oasinm, Director of the National Inatitute of Oceanography (N10) at 
the former Portuguese enclave of Goa in weatern India, said this month the 


samp les turned up last January, contained manganese, nickel, cobalt and copper. 


‘Mr Oasin said a squire metre of the seabed contained about 2.5 kilogrammes of 
nodules found at lepthe ‘ron 1,600 metres (11,811 feet) to 4,500 metres (14,763 


' st 3 

if Aid tt nodules r nred up to &, 3 ent imeter in size and 200 grammes if 
we tBit, ind idd a iv« Lid can fT ing in ship load: of nodu l« s anvi im,” 

“Mr Sing: aid | ovetament had decided to treat the survey and explorations 


leep=se 1 nodules as 4 Major project to be coordinated on an all-india basis. 


iy said Weat Ge ny had agreed to give a soft loan and provide equipment and 
hip fer oce: fleor mining NAB/REUTER 
ny » oy 


10 

















/ELHT PLANS GROWTH IN DEEP<SEA FISH LN 


PATRIOT in English 13 Apr &1 p 6 


i 


3 
“ 
3 
i 
ag 
a3 


i 
1 


i 
f 
sz - 

| 


i 


achema. 
has | cen revived afte 3 


; 






















Chairman of the Marine Pro 
Autho 
rh 
would 
tune and 
oS a otber Uhan 
which were found 
i. epere 
had been roe ee 
up. 
ay} <a 
exports 
coming down to about Re 23 
= >= of 
crore. primarily \> ehert- 
age of fies catches, though de- 


i 














JAPAN 


SEABED CONTAMINATED BY RADIOACTIVE WASTES 


SOL, 





0 Ap 81 p 6 
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Z00-MLLE EXCLUSIVE ECONOMI 


ZONE WARD TO CONTROI 


Menila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 18 Apr 81 p 7 


‘Article by Adlai 


[Text] 


l, 


Amor : 


THk PHILIPPINES & 
finding it extremely 
difficult to police tts 
200-mile exclusive 
coun sone, ene of 
the wonld’s richest and 
ost unexploited tuna 
fisting grounds 

Sotirces say that asa 
result, there hat been 
an imercase in illegal 
Hithing in Philippine 
waters, largely = by 
Javanese and Tatwanew 
fiwhermen Crey add that 
os more and tore 
commntnies sic de Lanting 
theist erelusive, 
Crom «Zoe, These 
iwo counties will be 
hneced to fish m areas 
cluws to home 

Wut whik many are 


sighted by tocal 
fishermen, amily 4 
handful luve been 


epprehended 

Viuhppine (uast (ruard 
nomds show that only 
wx vesscls were « stiphit 
last year, A iecent 
stu ly by Di. Virgenia t 

Apuetout the East-West 
Centre m tlawan says 
that from 1972-1977, 
sone 144 Japanese and 
Taiwanese bovis wer- 


apprehended tor thegal 
lishing in the 
Philippines.” 
*e-e 

4 COAST GUARD 
viliial, who requested 
anonyouty, seid they 
were already finding it 
difficult tu police the 
three-mile tenttonal 
linits arovad the 


 countyy's 7,100 islands 


“Move so now with the 
declarstuom —soot tthe 
[00 mile exclusive 
economic sone,” he 
said, 

When the Philippines 
declared its 200-imile 
ecuneomc cone in 1978, 
“u added 946,600 
syuate kilometers tu 
the country’s existing 
1,666,100 sq. km, of 
marine waters. 

Most of the 
apprcbented illegal 
lishing vessels are from 
Taiwan. Sources, 
huwever, say that most 
of the poachers are 
Japaness “lose vessels 
are More ww en, taster 
and well-provisioned. 
“the Japanese fishing 


13 


bouts are so modem 
you'd think that they 
are Qsptonage ships,” a 
sourve said, 

There has even heen 
unconfirmed — reports 
ut Japanese  fuating 
canneries, which 
normally operate in the 


Pacifi, im Philippine 
waters. 
*e-e 

PART OF the 
problem o that ‘itis 
Hiftwlt to gauge 
whether one is in 
international of 
Philippine waters m the 
lugh seas. But since 
most of the sightings 
were reported by small 
fehermen who often 
fish just a kilometer 
from the shore, it & 
cleat that these boats 
ate in Philippine waters. 

Although no 
diplomatic protest has 
been filed by the 
Ministry of Foreign 
Altairs, the provlem of 
iMegal Japancse fishing 
ianked high among the 
isues discussed during 
the January 1981 visit 


PHIL LTPP LINES 


"Taiwanese, Japanese Poach on RP Waters] 


w I Prime 
Minster Zeaku Susuki. 
While the existing 


treaty of amily, 
commerce and 
navigation between the 
two countries clearly 
prohibits Me gal fishing, 


there are tow 
diplomatic moves to 
Negotiate 4 separate 


fishing agreement 
between the Phil ppines 


and Japan 
ee 
A JAPANESE 
embassy official om 


Manila, Jiro Nak inna, 
said that his govern. 
ment has = alvwaddy 
warned all Japanese 
fishermen not to fish in 
Plulippine waters. tle 
sand that before the 
onder was iSsued, as 
many as. 340 Japancse 
boats were fishing tor 
tuna and skipyack in the 
Philippines. Their 
production, — however, 
declitied from a 11073 
metric toms in 1974 to 
only 4,859 mt in 1978. 

“We . have been 
informed = of sume 
Japanese fishing vessels 
poaching in Philippine 
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waters bul we jus 
cannet prevent all af 
then from violating our 
order,’ Nakaypma said 

W'ile there has been 
sure talk of licensing 


lurchyn = fishermen to 
fish in —- Philippine 
waters, toecal 


fishcomen’s athuctatiuns 

are agaist it 
lhey tear 

jliowed . 
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MILE ECONOMIC ZONE (MEASURED. 
PROM RASELINE)!/ 





tishermen may cause 
inneparable damage to 
the Marine envi -ament 
because «oof = possible 
overfishing. industry 
spukesmen add that if 
ever the Philippines 
should allow foreign 
fishermen = into ie 
country, tt should first 
sirengiten tts sea patyol 
system. fee 


THE CURRENT 





stand: of the Fishe-y 

Industry Developrient 
Council (FIDO) a 
government + agemy 
which oversees fishing 
in the Philippines - 
that tishing ta 
Philippine waters 
should be limited to 
Piliptivcs 

(DLUTHnews) 











sALWAN 


ENVIRONMENTAL GROUP REPORTS POLLUTION THREAT 
Taipei THE CHINA POST in Englieh 27 Apr 81 p 12 


[Text] Exhaust and smoke discharged by some 31.85 million motor vehicles and 
58,000 factories here are seriously threatening the health of the public. They 
also pollute the air and environment, damage crops and corrode construction 
facilities, Wei Wei-hein, director of the Provincial Environmental Sanitation 
Experimentation Center, said in a report yesterday. 


Rapid increases of the population, factories, and motor vehicles are the major 
causes of air pollution problems in this province, stated Wei. 


Coal, Heavy O11 Real Polluterse 


He said some local plants use raw coal as their power source. If their genera- 
tion equipment and facilities are inadequate, heavy emoke will be created. Other 
plante burn heavy ofl which produces even greater pollutants and severer air 
pollution problem: . 


Dust also adds to air pollution here, Wei said. “There are two sources of dust: 
construction, such as road repair work, trench digging, and building construc- 
tion; and grinding factories, that make cement, or stone and chalk mills. All 
these plants discharge dust into the air.” 


fv using powdered coal, thermal power plant succeed in completely burning the 
coal. Though there is no black smoke, white dust which has similar polluting 
effect is emitted into the air. 


Poi onous Gases 

Metal refineries such as iron and steel, copper, and aluminius plants produce 
poisonous gases during the smelting process. If these poisonous gases or dust 
are not collected, people's health wiil be seriously threatened by breathing 
these gases. 


Pollution-Related Dieeases 


Wei warned that if conditions are not imp: .d, people here will suffer from dis- 
eases itike bronchitis, asthma, pulmonary emphysema and even pulmonary cancer. 


15 














ther damapese Of ate pollution inelude decrease of aericultural preduction, Due 

' ihe bleekage of the pores of leaves, plants are unable to erow, Inatances can 
found in a number of farm located in the vicinity of the factories, A glase 
shine company in Taevuan had te pay compensation to ftarmere growing crops near 


it factory, because the potleoneus gases had ruined their crops. 

“Aleo, polluted air usually contains excessive acidic compounds which will corrode 
matruction facilities Like cement, plastics and metal bare and fixtures,” Wei 

Tua Jj 
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Efftorte in Kaduna 


Kaduna NEW NIGERIAN in English 9 Apr 81 p 13 


by Leke Salau] 


lArticl» 
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Crouse River Fiah Farm 


Kaduna NeW NIGERLAN in Engliah 9 Apr 81 p 11] 


lArticle by Edet Orok, Calabar | 


I Te at | 


THE Federa, Government is to 
make available the sum of T7500 
Naira for the reactivauon of the 
Fish Seed Multiplication Farm at 
Alaha Offvong in Etinan Loca) Go 
vernment area of the Cross River 
State 

The amount will be used partly 
to detras outstanding lhabilites 
incurred on the project in form of 
wages and = pertly for the 
completion of the project) which 
was halted due to lack of funds 

These ‘acts were disclosed by 
the Federal! Minster of Agricul 
ture. Alhay Ibrahim Gusau when 
he vestted the farm in continuation 


of the recent official tow of 
agricultura! projects in the state 

Alha) Tbrahirn Guaau said that 
the Federal Government was fully 
committed to providing fish for the 
people of the country 

As the first practical step 
towards achieving this end, the 
Federal Government, be further 
disctowed had placed order for « 
total of 4&6 fishing trawlers for 
distribution to all fish producing 
areas un the country, six of which, 
he added had already arrived 

Earlier in an = eddress§ of 
welcome the Fisheries Officer in 


charge of the project, Miss 
Theresa Nyambi, had told the 
Federa) Minister Unal the project 
involved the construction of five 
breeding pounds to supply fish 
fingerings to government and 
private fish farms im the eastern 
slates 

Among the places visited by the 
Federa! Minister during the tour 
were the Rice Farm at Eko: Mbat 
in thom, the Federe! Livestock 
Investigation and Breeding Centre 
in Uyo and the gully erosion sites 
at Uyo and lum 
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U.S. CONDUC) AT LOS CONFERENCE SCORED 
Kiev PRAVDA UKRAINY in Russian 2 Apr 81 p 3 


|RATAU correspondent A. Sidoruk article: "Octopuses Reach Out for the Submarine 
Treasures" | 


[Text] Can Washington be trusted as a partner in international negotiations? The 
representatives of more than 150 states assembled in the UN headquarters to adopt an 
all-embracing convention determining the conditions of the use of the ocean and its 
resources now have an unequivocal answer to this question.... 


Literally a few days prior to the 10th session of the Third UN Law of the Sea Con- 
ference, U.S. Secretary of State A. Haig instructed the U.S. delegation to “block a 
final agreement." Washington had made this decision, it transpired, without any 
consultations even with its closest allies. And a new move was made less than 48 hours 
prior to the opening of the conference--the bulk of the U.S. delegation was replaced. 


This maneuver enabled the new head of the American delegation to assure the conferees 
that the U.S. Administration is neither "for" nor "against" the treaty inasmuch 

as “it has not yet been able to study it." Yet a statement of the State Department 
asserted directly that "serious problems had been revealed" as a result of an analy- 
sis of the draft convention and that a new "position in respect of the negotiations 
themselves" would be determined. But perhaps the most candid spokesman on this 

score was W. Clark, deputy U.S. secretary of state, who declared the administra- 
tion's wish for a "final break with the past.” 


Washington again demonstrated its lack of respect not only for the world community but 
also for its freel adopted commitments. After all, the draft treaty submitted for 
examination by the Third UN Law of the Sea Conference was the result of many years 

of negotiations in which the socialist, capitalist and developing states, including 
littoral countries and those lacking an outlet to the sea, participated. It provides 
for compromise solutions of complex problems--such as the conditions and depth of 
territorial waters, the conditions of international straits, freedom of navigation, 
the establishment of 200-mile economic zones and, finally, development of the resources 
ot the seabed. The interests of all the countries concerned, including the United 
States, were taken into consideration here. Merely the fact that the draft docu- 

ment took into account 117 (of 130) amendments proposed by the American delegation 
testifies to this. 


Diplomatic circles were convinced that the present, 10th, session of the UN Law of 
the Sea Conference would culminate in the adoption of an all-embracing convention 
which would have been opened for subsequent ratification by all states. But these 
expectations came to naught owing to the obstructionist attitude of American diplomacy. 
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ln the United States’ actual renunciation of ite previous positions as unexpected 

ae might appear? Unfortunately, ft has to be stated, G.I. Udovenko, deputy foreign 
winieter of the Ukrainian SSR, declared, addressing the Law of the Sea Conference, 
that certain cireles in the United States stubbornly aspire to the settlement of quea- 
tions connected with the development of the minerals of the seabed in their favor. 








While participating in the drafting of the convention of a Law of the sea Washington 
was at the same time placing a delayed-action bomb beneath it. Last summer, during 
the J, Carter presidency, ve U.S. Congress, by its decision on the development of 
the mineral resources of the seabed, authorized the U.S. Department of Commerce to 
issue, beginning L9S2, licenses to American companies to explore the most promising 
areas of the seabed beyond U.S. national juriadiction and, beginning 1988, to develop 
them, irrespective of whether an international law of the sea convention had come 
into effect or not. 





U.S. presidents come and go, but continuity of the policy of plunder is maintained, 


Sometimes eotire regions of the world, sometimes boundless expanses of the world's 
oceane and their resources are proclaimed a sphere of "che United States’ vitally 
inpor'ant taterests." The Republican Party's election program claimed: "The nego- 


tiations under way at the Law o* the Sea Conference ate holding back the United 
States’ development of the rich mineral resources of the seabed. Undue concern is 
being displaved for countries which lack the possibility of developing these resources 
ind insuffteient attention i. being paid to ensuring Americans' access to them as 





joon as possible. 


Nop list octopuses--four transnational consortiums in which American capital rules 
» roost--are longing for the deposits of cob lt, nickel, copper and manganese in 
ve kingdom of Neptune. These are the Kennecot group, half of whose capital is owned 


vy the American company of the same name; another consortium--Ocean Mining Associates 
-in which two American companies--U.S. Steel and Sun Company Incorporated--parti- 
‘ate, and two more--Ocean Management Incorporated and Ocean Minerals Company. 


‘he octopuses are not interested in realization of the idea contained in the draft 
nvention coneerning the creation of a special international body which would re- 
vulate the development of the resources of the seabed, allocating half of the pro- 
ts here for the development of the young independent states. "American mining 
oppantes," the NEW YORK TIMES writes, “hope that their technology will outpace 
diplomacy and enable them to be the first to take possession of the seabed. Thus the 
postponement is in itself a factor of American diplomacy." 


ror the benefit of the monopolies the U.S. delegation is attempting to put pressure 
on the representatives of the developing courtries and wring from them consent to a 
reviston of the draft convention which had essentially already been drawn up. A 
lraft document on the so-called advance protection of capital invest™ nts was sub- 
ied for this purpose. The evystem proposed by the United States represents an 
rolreacttonary form of concession whereby the concession holder arbitrarily, in 
ircomvention of an international body (which does not yet exist, incidentally), 
selves any most promising area of the ocean floor, thereby securing an unchecked 
monopoly of its development for hundreds of years ahead. 


is perfectly natural that the Group of 77, which unites the developing countries, 
vfused to negotiate on the proposal put fo d by the United States, which serves ex- 
-losively the interests of the American monopolies. Not one state supported the posi- 
tion of Washington, which is endeavoring to establish th "law of the jungle" in the 
ocean depths. 
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CHEMICAL WASTE DUMP MAY HAVE CONTAMINATED PART OF DANISH SEA 
(aipet THE CHINA POST in English 26 Apr 81 p 3 


['oxt] Copenhagen, Denmark, April 24 (AP)--Denmark's Agency for Environmental 
Protection has discovered high mercury levels in fish along 75 kilometers of 
Danish coastline, possibly due to seepage from a chemical waste depot. 


A report issued by the agency on Thursday reinforced fears that a lLong-buried 
chemical waste dump may have contaminated sea life over the last 20 years 
around the mouth of the Limfjord in northwest Jutland, Denmark's mainland 
peninsule. 


lhe waste depot belongs to the Danish chemical company, Cheminova A.5S., which 
with government consent buried the poisons under a deserted stretch of beach in 
L961. 


lhursday's report said tests show considerable pollution from various chemicals 
in an area from the mouth of the Limfjord far out into the North Sea. 


The agency said life forms on the sea bottom were noticeably affected in an area 
tiree kilometers north and south of the chemical dump. Flounder were found to 
contain increased mercury levels as far as 25 kilometers north and 50 kilometers 
south of there. 


Ihe chemical dump contained 500 tons of sulphur, /70 tons of organic poisons, 
tons of mercury and about 400 kilograms of arsenic, the agency said. 


CSO: 5200/4916 FND 
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